L ASEOTD ALVE LAMTACR 2 ENr b Y Araw s i o

WWW“WI THIIECD Ul niuia; woinn
GOWRJ;;;;EQ}E%E IND Saturday 21st November 2015, Page: 31

Width: 8.50 cms, Height: 13.6 1 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-11-21.50.25°

..........................................................................................

IRL coun Lersues

AstraZenee‘a

TNN & AGEN.GIES

Hyderabad: Days after an
American district court im-
posed a temporary ban on
the sale of the company’s ge-
neric ‘Esvmeprazole’ drug
in the US market, homeg-
rown pharma giant Dr Red-
dy’s Laboratories (DRL) has
countersued AstraZeneca
(AZ) in a US court alleging
that Anglo-Swedish firm
“knew” about its plans to
use the same colour in the
capsules.

On Septemiber 25, 2015,
DRL had launched Esome-
prazole Magnesium delayed
release capsules (USP 20 mg
and 40 mg) in the US market,
which is the generic version
of AstraZeneca’s blockbus-
terdrug Nexium used for the
treatment of acid reflux.

AstraZeneca moved the
district court of Delaware
objecting to the usage of the
colour purple in Esomepra-
zole drug, claiming that Ast-
raZeneca has been marke-
ting Nexium as “The Purple
Pill’. Initsplea, AstraZeneca
claimed that the usage of co-

lour purple would lead to
corfusion among. consu-
mers and cause irreparable
darnageto the company:
According to sources,
DRLhas countersued Astra-
Zeneca for two reasons. Jrie,
it has taken objection to the
fact that they cannot use
purple colour and how any-
body canobjectforusingcer-

i AstraZeneca had

| ghjected to DRL
using purple colour
©  in capsules, claiming
that it marketed the
drug as ‘The Purple
Pili’. DRL has
ciaimed that the
Anglo-Swedish firm
knew about its plan
to use the same
colour in capsules

tain colour and the second
and the important conten-
tionisthatthey (AZ)wereal-
ways in the know that DRL
will be using purple colour
for the generic version of
Esomeprozole.
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