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DRt couniiersues
AstraZene€la.in US

rruru & acsneres

Hyderabad: Days after an
American district court im-
posed a temporary ban on
the sale of the company's ge-
neric 'Esort teprazole'  r i rug
in the US market, homeg-
rown pharma giant Dr Red-
dy's Laborator:ies (DRL) has
countersued AstraZeneca
(AZ) in a US court alleging
that Anglo-Swedish firm
"knew" about its pians to
use the same colour in the
capsules.

On September 25, 2015,
DRL had launched Esome-
prazole Magnesium delayed
release capsules (USP 20 mg
and 40 mg) in the US market,
which is the generic version
of AstraZeneca's bi.ockbus'
ter drug Nexium usedfor the
treatment of acid reflux.

AstraZeneca moved the
district court of l)elaware
objecting to the usage of the
colour purpie in EsomePra-
zole drug, claiming that Ast-
raZeneca has been marke"
ting Nexium as'The PurPle
Pill'. In its plea, AstraZeneca
claimed that the usage of co-

'-.:, ., ..
lour pwple would.Iead to
cor,fusion among, consu-
me.rs and cause irrtlparable
da nage to the cgmpary

According to sources,
DRL has countersued Astra-
Ze:rccalortu'o t easons. One,
it ]ms taken objection to the
fact that they cannot use
purple colour and how any-
body can object for us ing cer-

ii PllEr" DRL has
i; eaaEffied that the
r AeryEo.Swedisfu fErtm
i ks?es'aboest i& pfam
fr toilsethesanne
I eoEoers'tn capsu$es
tain colour and the second
and the imPortant conten-
tion is that they (AZ) lvere al-
u'ays in the knolv that DRL
will be using PurPie colour
for the generic version of
Esomeprozole.


