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Sun-ICGEBalliance to
develop dengue drug

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 4 May

Sun Pharmahas inked apact
with International Centre for
Genelic Engineering and
Biotechnology (ICGEB) to
develop a novel botanical
drug for the treatment of
dengue, which could hitthe
market in four years.

«Today, we have signed an
agreement for the develop-
ment of Cissampelos pari-
era(Cipa), abotanical drug,
in collabaration with ICGEB.
Usually any drug develop-
ment takes around four to
cight years, but since we have
done somepre-clinicalwork
already, we expect the drug
to hit markets in the next
four vears,” sun Pharma
senior vice-president, busi-
ness development and port-
folio management, Mr Kirti
(Ganorkar, said.

"

Once developed, thecoin-
pany plans to register the
drug across various global
markets, he added.

The agreement permits
Sun Pharma access {0 allthe
intellectual properties of
the drug across 17 coun-
tries.

When asked about the
pricing of the product, Mr
Ganorkar said: “Weare still
at a very early stage and it
is difficult to say about the
pricing, butone thingIcan
say right now is thatour tar-
getistomake it very afford-
able.”

Sun Pharma will fund the
entire development pro-
gramme and pay royalty
following commercialisa-
tion of the drug.

ICGEB, on the other hand.
will provide the technical
know-how and pre—clinical
expertise.



