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‘Medical council to approach Centre

R 0) checkinflated MRP on medicines -

TRIDUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 23

- Thousands of poor patients
‘are paying through their

nose for a latge number of
life-saving and other drugs_
as these:are allegedly com-' ... i
ing to them at a Maximum
Retail Price (MRP) bolstered .

on labels by upto 500-600 per

- cent of their actual cost.
Perturbed over the phe-
nomena and the plight of the

common man; the ‘Punjab. ;.
ical Coungil ‘(PMC) has

nnt only decided to approach’ 1

the Centre and the Medical

Goott

Council of India (MCI) but:
also the National H_uman
Rights Commission to
ensure that the practice of
“bolstered MPR" on medi-
cine labels ‘was stopped

* immediately to save “fleec-

ing” of thousands of patients.
Punjab Medical Couneil
president Dr GS Grewal,
while talking to The Tribune,
said, “The cost of the medi-
cines alone amounts tonearly
60 per cent of the expenditure

ot health by the commen -

-man., We are receivihg a large
~number of complaints that
the MRP of many medicines

‘was printéd 500-600 per cent -

more than their actual price.
Patients norinally don’t get

any bills'for medicines pur:

chased from chernists...

“The drug prices need to be
streamlined and we are com-
municating with the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
and also the Ministry of

_Chemical and Fertilisers for

the rectification and unifor-
mity in drug prices. We are
also going to knock the doors
of the National Human
Rights Commission to seek
relief for patients.”

. Cuts and - comrmssmns

‘Medical Ethics. prohlb1téd-=-‘

g once

.offered by pharmaceutlcalﬂ-'

companies to doctors for pre- -
scription of medicines of par-.
ticular brands is another:
problem even as the Cod ofw‘

doctors from accepting any~
such freebies from the com-
panies, The MCI has asked
the council to be serious on”
this issue and notices have
been served to those accept-
ing.such gratifications.

“We are in touch with the
Drug Contro]ler ofIndiatoget:
the prices of drugs reduc
such . freebies “dre:
stopped,” said Dr Grewal. =




