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GHEA?ERFQE&TW
Up to90%
discount on
cancer drugs

A pilot project launched at
ATIMS Delhi will sell anti-
cancer drugs, cardiac stents ete
ata fraction of the market |
rates. Called AMRIT, it will be
run in association with the
public seqto‘er-ILL Lifecare;
the pilot was launched by
Union Health Minister

JP Nadda Sinday.

THEDRUGS RANGE

“Under the AMRIT (Alfordable
Medicines and Reliable Implants
for Treatment) programimne, we
want to give medicines atan
affordable cost. We have identified
207 drugs of cancer and cardip-
vascolar diseaseswhere the priceis
ol to be reduced on an average
by 60to 90 percent,” Naddasald. |
"I the sameway, 148 cardiac
implants will be given from the
centre and sold here and theircost
willl be reduced by 50 fo 60 per
cent”

HLLchairman and managing
director De M Ayyappin satd, “To
beginwith, HLLwill dispense 195
oncology drugs, 186 candiovascular
tirugs and 148 cardiac lmplants
through AMRIT pharmacy.
Initially, the pharmacy will retail
eancerdrugs. By this month-end, it
viill commence the dispensing of

muuemmu:gm&mm"
THEDISCOUNT RANGE

' AIMS officials cited the examples
of Docetaxel 120mg, aninjection
usied in the chemotherapy cycle,

A50myg.

and Caboplatin
What

MRP
Reduced
# Discount
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The pilot project will be reviewed -
after-15 daysand the government
will try to replicateitin all central
gover pitals, Nadida said.

THE CANGER BURDEN

1 - : =
FLAL indians diagnosed with
cancer everyyear, accordingtoa
govEstatement

2BLAKE Ingdians estimated tobe
Jiving with cancer -
SLAMR die pfoancer each year

THE PRICEBURDEN

Because of higl drug prices, nearly
S{per cent of paticnts stop visiting
Dpspltals after twoor three cyrles
aof chematherapy, AIMS directar
T M C Mishra sail: "Cancer
ireatment in India has been largely
umafforiable for the poorand the
widdle vlass, wven it costs Re 25
lalt for six months of treatinent,
Wihat's more, the cancer drug
market S unregulated, Hddied
with high prices as compargd i
product cost. Retallers charge
ehynamic rates based on the
patient's income proup, offering
marginal discounts, This results in
nost middle-chass patients ending
wp paying 70-B0 per cent of MRE"

GENERIC MEDICINE

Nadda visited the generic medicine
store at ANMS andl snid the
government is planning to
replicate this facility, too, to all
centrat hospitals sothateven if the
dactors prescribe branded drugs,
these will be "wransferred" to the
madicine's genericpame andd
given Lo the patient,
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