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$wee$ pfifiH
m Gileod hos licensed 1 1
lndion firms lo moke
generic versions of
sofosbuvir

m Drugmokers hqve
mode o Puniob villoge o
botfle theutre lo grob
morket shore for the drug

m Sofosbuvir wos priced
ot $,|0 when ii hit
mqrket. Doclors predict
lhe price will fqll further

the cost and spurred thou-
sands to be tested,

Manufacturers "want
more and more patients"
and are wiling to wheel
and deal on price, said Nir-
malieet Malhi, a gastroen-
terologist at Apollo Hospi-
tals in Ludhiana, about
200 kilometers (124 miles)
from Lande Rode. "If one

free test kits to hosPitals
and offer bulk discounts to
entire villages, Sofosbuvii
was cheap by most anY
standard when it hit the
market in Puqjab at $10 in
March. Then the cost kePt
dropping, to as low as
$4,29, and doctors Prediqt
it will continue to fall, .

That's in contrast t0:th6:
situation in the US, where'
Gilead set off a firestorrn in-'1
December 2013 by hsting'
Sovaldi at $84;000 for a12'
week coulqe regimen,

ffi$m#khffi s6mr fumpmEif,fs t
#rwffi's pffi#ffi ffmR&s trffiptdly
Gileod's Sofosbuvir costs iust $4.29 in lndio,
in shqrp contrqst to $,l,000 o pil l  in fhe [.JS
5g1! !9fl|I . -.z.--
Bloomberg

OUTSIDERS dont want
their daughters to marry
any local boys; il.ccording to
the village elders swapping
stories in a tailor's shop be-
hind the SiJ<h temple, be-
cause most residents are
inferted with black jaun-
dice.

That's what they call '
hepatitis C, vrhich is so
common in pa.r:ts of India's
Punjab state that the tailor-
shgp.gossrps nfght not be
off base in:therii estimate.
But prevalence co.uld be
something of an advantage
these days,


