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Gilead Pushes
to Club Patent
Rows at Kolkata

Withdraws writ petition in Delhi HC

Vikas Dandekar ;

Mumbai: USdrugmaker Gilead Sciences withdrew a
writ petition it filed in Delhi High Court in support of
consolidaling hearingsover patentrightsof its Hepa-
titis C drugsofosbuvir at the Kolkata Patent Office.

Ina May 9 order, the Delhi High Court had dismissed
the case after a communication from the Kolkata Pa-
tent Office to Gilead that the separate cases pertal-
ning to opposition of patentgrant to Gilead’sdrug So-
valdiwill be clubbed and heard simultaneously for an
expeditious conclusion.

Gilead did not comment en the decision saying the
matter was sub judice. Publicheaith agency Initiative
for Medicines. Access and Knowledge (I-MAK). Opti-
mus Pharma, India Caresand Sankalp Rehabilitation
Trustareamongentities named asfilersfor pre-grant

opposition to the patentof the pro-drug
ﬁ. % of sofosbuvir. A pro-drug is inert by it-

self but produces 2 drug when introdu-
ced into the body.

Legal experts questioned Gilead's de-
cision fo fakeup the matterat the Delhi

” HC. sayingitought tohave directly app-
i‘:&i’:ggggs roached the Kolkata Patent Office.
tohave Meanwhile, humanitarian aid agency
directly Médecins Sans [Frontiéres (MSF), or

approached  Doctors Without Borders, said it isrelie-
theKolkata ved that the Dethi HC allowed IMAK
patentoffice andDelhiNetworkof PositivePeoplean !
opportunity to hear the legality of the !
decisiongranting the base compound patentto Gilead. -

Last week, the Indian Patent Office granted the pa
tent to Sovaldi after an acrimonious tussle with vario-
us health activist groups. This reversed a rejection af |
theapplication last vearon the grounds therehadbeen |
nosignificantadvanceoveran earlier compounddeve- !
loped by Gilead.

“While Gilead has signed licences with multiple ge- |
neric manufacturers in India to produce the drug and
sell it in the world’s poorest countries, those produ- |
cers are prohibited from selling more affordable ver- |
sions of sofoshuvir to many middie-ineonie eommtrd-
es, where 50 million people with hepatitis Clive,” MSF !
said in its Mav 14 statement. “This is leaving patients

in these countries, including our treatment projects,
@ M vulnerable to the high prices Gilead chooses to char-

oe " MSFnoted Gilead hasa pricetag of $84,000 per12-
weel Lreatment course with sofosbuvir in the USand
$47.000 in European couniries such as France.




