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IPR policy to ensure patents donit hit

affordability of life-saving

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The government

on Friday put in place the co-

untry’s first National Intellec-

tual Property Rights IPR) po-

licy to encourage innovat ion

but defended Tndian laws, ar-

guing thal current prov isions

were meant to ensure that mo-

nopoly rights througha patent

did not impact affordability of

medicines.
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On Innovation | On Drug patents
S%F The objective We need this (flexibility)
behind the IPR policy is | 50 that costs of medicines/”™
quite clear, when theré | don't get affected
are new inventions, pecause patents may

when there is growth in
trade, commerce and

industry, an IPR must be
there to protect them

ARUN JAVTLEY | Fivan

IPR policy is quite clear,

when there are new inven-
tions, whenthereis growthin
trade, commerce and indust-
ry, an IPR must be there to
protect them,” Jaitley said,
adding that none of the laws
would need to beamended be-
cause of thenew policy.

The announcement wo
uld come as a relief to a sec-
tionof the civil society, which
feared that the government
was looking rodilute thelaws

give rise to a
monopolistic situation,
hence a balancing
| act is needed

under pressure from the Us.
But the government deci-
ded to allay the fears. sugges
tingthat India was using flexi-
bility available under WTO's
Trips Agreement to decide its
policy. “We do believe that the
balancing act which India has
struck isresponsiblefor life-sa-
vingdrugsavailableatareaso
nable cost in India compared
torestof the world. So,ourmo-
delseemstobebothlegal, egui-
tableand WTO-compliant.”

drugs: FM

Referring to flexibility in
patents for drugs, the minister

“‘added: “We need this so that

costs of medicines don’tget af-
focted because patents may gi-
ve rise to a monopolistic situé-
tion. hence a balancing act is
needed.” At the same time, he
said the government had re-
sorted to the use of compulso-
ry licensing provisions —
which allows for allowing a
non-patent holder t0 manufac-
rureaproduct inpublic andna-
tional interest. He also defen-
ded theprovision in the Indian
Patents Act, which allowed
authoritics to deny patents in
case of evergreening, which
refers tominor tweaks.

Big Pharma and theUSha-
vebeen putling pressureon In-
dia to ease the rules, arguing
that the latest medicines were
notentering the marketdueto
lack of protection.
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