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* Germany’s Boehringer

denied
RupaliMukherjee -
;@tir_‘nesgrou;‘).co}nl\ ;

Mumbai: The Indian Patent
Office has denied Germany’s
Boehringer Ingelheim a patent:
on its key HIV drug, Nevirapi-
ne, for a version sold as Vira-
mune XR (extended release),
yet again thwarting attempts

"by Big Pharma for “gxclusivi-

ty” extension on their patented
drugstoreportedly block entry
of affordablegenerics. : :

e

The application on the Ne-

' yirapineextended release for-
muation wasvefusedsince it
wasfound tobe“obvious” and
lacking inventive step, viola-
ting Section 3(d)of the Indian
Paten ——a provision un:

o7 which Novartis lost the

SAterton TS bIocKbuster drug

fvecin 2013,

——gimply put, Viramume XR

Al

was found to be merely anew

“form of something already

known, without demonstra-
tion of any enhanced therape-
utic efficacy. Section 3(d) pro-

patent on HIV drug

hibits grant of patents tonew

forms of known substances,
 unlessthenewformresultsin

enhanced efficacy -over the
knownsubstance. -
The MNC had applied for a

* patentinIndiaonthe extended
. release of fuheHIVdrunguly
2009, on which domestic com- .
pany Cipla filed a pre-grantop- -
position in 2011, and later laun-

ched its generic version.

The application Was ex-
amined by the Indian Patent
Office; which raised objec-
tions in its examination re-

“port in -January 2014 over
-obviousness and Section 3(d).

- The German company filed a

response through its agents
Remfry & Sagar. Cipla then fi-
led @ pre-grant’ opposition
through S Majumdar & Co.
Boehringer did not re-
spond toaquery by TOI.
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