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Novartis launches
US biosimilar' drug
REUTERS
Londonf Zu rich, september 3

Novartis kicked off a new era

qent to the original.' ..ir ,.t . '

.,,1-The Swiss drugmaker's :gq:
nerics unit Sandoz said Zar-
xio, its form.of Amgen's white
blood' cell-boosting product
Neupogen,, would increase
.access to an imDortant treat-
ment by offering, a' 'ihigh-
,qualit!, . more affoidable
version".

The US biotech group Am-'
gen had tried to stop the saie
of Zando, also knoWn as fil:

gap set when Zarxio was
' launched in Europe in zoos.
.The discount in Europe has .'

. since widened.to an average
of  a round 2o-3o percent . ' ' ,' 

Insurers hope'.biosimilars
wili €ventually cost the pub-

. .lic 40-50 per cent less tha.ir .
the origtnai brands.


