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NEW DELHh Three ministries are
comirrgtogether tostop the under-
cover sale crf Oqitocin, a hotmon+
Ike chemical usecl to pumP uP
milk production in dairies, but
at the cost of harming corvs,

Wrile the governmentbarmed
the retail sale of Oxytocin last
year, its illegal availabilitY and
growing overuse has alarhred
animal rights activist Maneka
Gandhi, a key member inthe ini'
tiative, which also involves the
health mlnistrY and the P,Pime
Minister's Oflice (PMO),

In October, the Centre con'
fiscated over 600,000 vials of
Oxytocin in a cogntrY'wide
raid conducted under the Drug
Controller General of Indli
(DCGI). "We plan'to take help
fr om Interpol and CBI," DCGI GN
Singhtoldll?. "We are also seek-
inghelp ftom the PMO and the
office of lManeka Sarday Gandhi"

The ban resfficts manufactur-
ers of Oxytocinftom selling it to
orily those with licences to rnake

dre drugformulations. The clrug
makers can supPlY it djrectly onIY
to veterinary hospitals.

The DCGI has askedstate clrug
controllers to provide informa-
tion regarding licences issued
for the manufacture of bulk
Offtocjn, OxYtocinformulation.
"We have requested Kolkata-
based Central Drugs Laboratory
to develop rapidtest for detection
of Oxytocin as the drug is ftlled

in unlabelled plastic bottles' This
willhelp in dr*ectionof clancles-
tine consignrdenls, which other-
wise cto not come unclerthe ambit
of tl, e D&C A,ct," a senior healtfi
ministry oflicial said'. .

The gover:nment mqY also ask
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)'
which controls Protluction of
milk, to find waYs to make use
of Oxytocin for Prodrrction of

. miJk as an offellce under their Act
'"Oxytocin is also being

importedfrom China. Xio Qiang
Changzhou, Chinese oxYtocin
manufacturer, is sending it as
custom peptide (a cb]npound
consisting of tr{o or moYe aminQ
acids linl<ed in a chain) to many
individuals, supplied through
courier agencies such as Fedex,"
Singh said. The drug is smuggled

' into India at amuchcheaPer rate
mainlythroughBihar andBengal.

While no oIff cial estimates are
avail,able onthe death of cows due
to the pveruse of oxytocin, the
health ministry has found that
'the cows become b4rren over
a period of three to four Years
because of continuous use of
Oxytocininjeciions two to three
times a day'. They have to suffer
latiow pains every tirne they are
injected, affecting the tenacity oJ
the uterus. "The consequence of
this is that the livestock numbers
are slowly dwindling," Singh said.

'tThe milk from buch cows
will have adverse eflect on users
r mpecially clrildren," said Vtkant

' Tongad, environmental activist,

filint-

a Gow mili accounts lor the bulk of milk production in India


