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Adverse drug reaction
report$ will suffer if
online pharmacies are
introduced in the country,
stated doctors of Indian
Medical Association who
have critibised the stqp of
the central government.

Dr K.K. Agarwal, secre-
tary general of IMA, said,
"In March 2015, the Health
ministry launched the
P h a r m a c ' o v i g i l a n c e
Programrne of India to
monitor adverbe drug

ions associated with'
various drugs. A lot of
work has been done in set-
ting up 

'such 
cqnmittees

in hospitals. and trinking
them to pharmacies to
understand the manner in
which the drugs are being
used. If there are online
pharmaoies, then how
will it alI be traced?"

There is still a need to
awareness among
to report back to
pital or the treat-

ing doctor about these
adverse drug reactiens.

At the same time, issues
of storage of medicines,
improper packaging, mis-
labeiing, 'recall5.ng or
withdrawing a drug are
some of the major issues,
r,i'hich are now being han-
dled through a proper net-
work of chemists by the
'Drug Controller General
of India.

Whether this monitor-
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Online pharmacies.'
claim that 86 per cent pf
people face problems
visiting multiple phar-
macies'to get all their
medicines and also 92.2
per cent Beople have
complained of price dif"
ferences across phhr"
macies, according'to a
survey carried out by
PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Indu.
st'ry in the country

, The survey also found '
that 90 per cent people
wished to be informed
in detail about the med"
icines they were taking
and they also wanted.

I extra', i:irformation of
the exact use, interac-
tions and potential side-
effects. It also showed

ins will be done for online
pharmacies is a big ques"
t10n.

Dr S. I{ishan, generai
physician and member of
IMA, Secunderabad said,
"The biggest attraction
beiirg marketed by the
oriline pharmacies is the
rebates to patients, But
medicines must not be
compared to clothes or
othei' products, which can
be brought off the count-

that have chronic patiei,
nts, senior iitizens and: :
also those who'have not
extra help to go out andrr:t:,
find a pharrnacy, find:: ,:
onll4e pharmacies conii.',i
venignt, 

1: " r "::r:j:i!:
Online pharmacistsi:,r:!,1,

come under the umbreli;;'ir;

er: If a single prescription
is misused several times,'n,t
how will the drug con-E
trollers verify it? "

The biggest fear for doc-
tors is that there will be
substitution of cheaper
and spurious drugs and
this will have a bad effect
on not only the patients'
health but it will also
increase the widening gap
in the doctor-patient rela-
tionship.
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