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Online sale of medicines:
6,800 chemists join protest

New Delhi, 14 October: Around 6,300 chemists
across Delhiand adjoining areas remained
shut as druggists today joined the nation-
wide strike called by the All India Orga-
nization of Chemists and Druggists
(AIOCD)demandingaction from the Cen-
tral government against "illegal" online
sale of medicine,

Opposing the Central government's
move toregularise online sale of medicines,
the AIOCD, which haseight lakh members
today protested. "Over 90 per cent of the
chemistshops acrossthe country today shut.
However we allowed 10 per cent of them
to remain open to avoid any d ifficulty to
patients," said AIOCD president J S Shinde.
Theassociation hasalso warned of an indef.
inite strike if the government failed to
address the issue within a weelk.

"Themove towards regularising thesale
of medicines through internet would
increasetherisk of adverse drugreaction
and give an opening for the entry of low-
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quality, mis-branded and spurious prod-
ucts. This is estimated to hit eight lakh
chemists and about 80 lakh workers and
their families," he added. Shinde said the
AIOCD had earlier notified the government
authorities, including ministries and
departments concerned as well as the cen-
tral drug control office, about e-pharma-
cies "not following the law in accordance
with the Drugs and Cosmetirs Act, 1040"
hnt haven'treceived any response from them
vet. We have met Drug Controller of India
G NSinghand submitted amemorandum
to him, he said. The association's repre-
sentatives have also been to the Chemicals
and Fertilizers Ministry "We haveeven sub-
mitted a memorandumon this issue to the
Prime Minister's Office, (Health Minister)
J P Nadda and chief ministers of all
states. And a copy has been sent to all the
members of Parliament, both in Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha but no one has
responded," he said. NS




