PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

LER Rt
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
ARG WHR

?,o]"‘)“

Times of India, Delhi
Thursday 15th October 2015, Page: 7

Width: 8.41 cms, Height: 10.62 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-10-15.44.32

Chemist shops in |
city stay shut

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Over 6,800 che-
mist shops across Delhi-
NCR remained shut on Wed-
nesdayduetothenationwide
strike called by Ail India Or-
ganisation of Chemists and
Nruggists (AIOCD). The or-
ganisation, which has eight
lakh members across the co-
untry, is opposed to the Cent-
re's move to regularise onli-
nesale of medicines.

“Over 90% of chemist
shops across the country are
shut. However, 10% were al-
Jowed to remain open to av-
oid difficulty to patients,” sa-
id AIOCD president J S Shine
de. The association has war
ned of an indefinite strike if
the government fails to add-

ress the issue within a week.
Thepharmacists claimregu-
larising sale:of medicines
through the intérnst would
increase the risk of adverse
drug reaction and give an
openingforentry of low-qua-
lity, misbranded and spurio-
usproducts.

“Wemet thedrug conuol-
ler of India GN Singh and
submitted a memorandum
to him, Our representatives
also went to the chemicals
and fertilisers ministry We
have even submitted a me-
morandum to the PMO, he-
alth minister JP Nadda and
chief ministers of all states.
A copy was sent to all Lok
Sabha andRajyaSabha MPs,
but no one has responded
vet,” Shindesaid.
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