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.ive essential narcotic ’
Fdrugs (END) willnow be

made available to regis-
tered medical institutions on
a single licence issued by the
state drug controller’s office.

Thishasputariendtoa situa-.

tion where opioids were inac-
‘cessible for pain manage-
ment and palliative care for
Patientsbecause sjx different
licences were needed to be al-
lowed6 procure, stock and
icribe them,

This has been made possi-
ble by the gazetting of the
rules for implementing the
amendment to the NDPS Act
passed on the last day of the
last session of Parliament in
‘the UPA's tenure. With the
amendment, the licensing
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New norms put an end to the
situation where opioids were
inaccessible for pain management
and palliative care for patients
because six different licences
were needed to be allowed to

buy, stock and prescribe them

power was transferred to. a
single authority, the state
food and drug administra-
tion, and the power to regu-

lateand frame rules was vest-

ed with the Drug Controller
General of India. Since then
the palliative care communi-
ty had been waiting for the
rules to be framed.

The rules provide a list of
the five essential narcotic
drugs — morphine, codeine
and ethyl morphine, OXy-CO-

done, hydro-codone and Fen-
tanyl — and their salts. Now
all states will have to create a
single-licence system with
the state drug controller em-
powered to issue it,

“The palliative care com-
munity is absolutely delight-
ed. We have been waiting for
solongfor this. We hope these
amended rules will make an
enormous difference in mak-
ing opioids easily available
for palliative care,” said Dr

“lative Care. “Till now thé law.-
* wasall about misuse of these

oploids. But yoy cannot de-
prive somebody of painrelief
because you are worried
about misuse,” headded.
Chairperson of the NDPS

sub-committee of the Indian

Drug Manufacturers Associ-
ation (IDMA), Devesh Malla-
di, said that the rules were

- wellframed as the govern:

ment had consulted all stake-
holders from palliative care
groups to industry and trade,
“For thisto be a success, the
government has to amend
the law to make a distinction
between illicit drug traffick-
ers and legitimate entities,”
said Malladi. .
For thefullreport, logon
to www.timesofindia.com






