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plant by December 2016

OUR BUREAU
Mumbai, july 10
Drug major Sandoz wﬂl dlscon
tinue operations.at its Turbhe
site (Maharashtra) by end De-
cember 2016, as part of, global
plans to optimise its manufac-
turing network. .

The Turbhie sites employs 170

‘people and manufactures anti-

biotics and active pharmaceu-
tical ingredients (API), a note
from the company said. Sand-
0z is the generic drugs arm of
pharmaceutical - 'company
Novartis. '
“Sandoz will refocus itsman-
ufacturing set up in India as
part of its strategy to optimise

(o

‘ manufacturmg facilities
'Kalwe and Mahad. ’

ts global manufacturing net-
“work, while continuingtoserve .

patientsinIndia,” the company
said. As part of the plan, Sandoz

" will focus its manufacturing at

other sites which employ over
1300 employees and produce

~ over three billion tablets and
- 180 tonnes of APl annually, it

added. The company has two

“We made the announce-
ment today to ensure our-asso-

_ ciates are informed as soon as
_possible about our’decisions

and to ensure a transparent
process,” Vivek Devaraj, Sandoz
Country Head in India, said in

at- .

the statement; We are commit:
ted to managing the process

with -care, sensitivity and re-.

spect for all impacted assoc1-‘
ates at Turbhe, to supportlng
our customers - through ‘the
transition and to meetlng pa-
tient needs for access to impor-
tant medicines,” headded. - -

-In 2012, the company had
shut “down it§- formulations -

and APL development cenires,

respectxvely Drug  companies
have in the. past shut down
plants in India as a fallout of
global strategies, mergers and
acquisitions. At present, Pfizer’s

- plant in Thane faces an uncer-
-tain future






