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BETTER PILL Mandatory filing of mforma’uon by drug
manufacturers to make it easier to track prices, discrepancies

Himam Chandna Gurtoo
= himani chandna®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: To crack the whip
on drug companies National
Pharmaceutical Pr1c1ng
A\‘Ethorlty (NPPA) is set to
ladnch an énline database that

will help to track fraudulent -
activities such as overcharg: .
ing, drug shortages, and evasion |

of drug pricing control order
among others.

"Drug makers, in next threeto -

. four months, will have to fill the
mandatory forms online, which
were otherwise filled manually.
The drugprice regulator will now
track the developments through
acomprehensive online software.
At present it is dependent on

drug pricing information from

outsourced agencies.

*.“All the mandatory report-
ing by companies on prices of
scheduled drugs, productlon

of. scheduled driigs and prices -

of branded scheduled and non
-scheduled drugs will smove
online,” Injeti Srinivas, chaxr-
man, NPPA told HT. .

““It will make work flow auto-

. maticand will highlight discrep-

. ancies on prices, production,

i

" drugavailability inafew minutes

which till now was done manu-

ally. Eventually, it will alsomake -

it difficult for companies toevade
drug pricing control orders.”
NPPA is planning to ¢reate a
platform where it can interact
with all stakeholders includ-
ing pharmacists, manufactur-
ers, state governments, and
social health experts. The new
database and software will get
accurate details on availability
of drugs in everynook and cor-

er of the country, claims NPPA.
- “Primarily, we are dependent

on state governments for the
‘information of drugs availabil-

ity across states. Otherwise, we
don’t get to know about shortage.
until there is no public outcry, -
Srinivas said. o

It is also mulling a cent.ral
scheme for financial assistance -
for setting price monitoring
units across the country where -
it would hire young profession- .
als to work with all stakeholders
to track deviations.

“The feedback would make-
our enforcements and audits
much accurate and stricter as
presently, we are dependent on
state governments and third par-

-Hies to collect samples and report

discrepancies,” Srinivas said.






