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Pharma Body
Challenges'

| NPPA’s Price -

Control Order

OURBUREAU

NEW DELHI

The industry grouping of pharma multi-
nationals—Organisation of Pharma
Producers of India (OPPI) has chal-
lenged National Pharma Pricing Au-

‘thority’s INPPA) recent decisiontobring , .{°
over 100 more drugs under price control .

in Delhi High Court on Monday. The first
hearingof the case is expected tocome
uponFriday

The NPPA has invoked a clause in the
drugpricing order to cite extraordinary
circumstances for these drugs, which lie
outside the scope of National List of Es-
sential Medicines(NLEM)and fixed
their price caps in ‘public interest’. The
NLEM includes 652 formulations as es-
sential. Confirming the move, Ranjana
Smetacek told ET “Yes we havefiled a
petition in Delhi HCand the hearingis
expected on Friday”. This is second suit
NPPA isfacing on matter after India
Pharma Alliance (IPA), a grouping of
largedomestic drugfirmsfiled a petition

_ against the move last week in Bombay

High Court.

Earlier thismonth, thedrug pricing
regulator, invoked a special provision
under drug price control
that gives it therighttofix
the prices of any drug “in
extraordinary circum-
stances, if it considers

SRSESSE lic interest”. Itciteshuge
::ﬂ,::t;:“ inter-brand pricediffer-
clauseindrug °ncesinthesedrug cate-
pricingorder E0ries as ‘extraordinary’.

tocite The drug companies—
extraord- both domesticand MNCs
Inary areupinarmsagainst the
circumst- pricingregulator’smove.
ances for Beforemoving the court,
100drugs theIndian drugmakers
outsideNLEM soughtthe interventionof
Ananth Kumar, union

minister of chemicalsand fertilisers
claiming that inter-brand differences
cannot qualify as ‘extraordinary’ by any
means. “The inter-brand differences
havealways existed and were in exist-
enice when the NLEM was drawn up. Al-
s0, the inter-brand differences would be
found in every single formulation which
is manufactured by more than one for-
mulator” the IPA letter tominister said,
fearing that by that logic everydrug
which hasmore thanone player will
come under price control, negating the
purpose of NLEM 2011, and national

" pharma pricing policy, 2012, A NPPA offi-*

cial countered the argument “If a wrong
or discrepancy hasexisted for yearsand

hasnot been noticed or acted upon, that

doesn’t becomeright just by virtue ofex-
isting for somany years”.

necessary sotodoinpub- . .






