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harina dept seeks viewof
law ministry on pricing cuts

ariment of pharmaceuticals (DoP) is learnt to have
he law ministry's opfnion on the latest price cuts
=nted by-the National Pharmaceutical Pricing
(N PPA) using a rare provision in favour of pubhc

. sought
implerr.
Authori
interest.

Last [ j +. “he pricing authority issued notifications slash~ ]
ing prices|ot around 50 cardiovascular and anti-diabetes
medicirws v 1p to 35 per cent under Para 19 of Drugs Price -
Contro; : i€z, 2013, which allows NPPA to slash prices of |
medicmqe iir “extraordinary" situation in public interest.
Similar price uts are also expected soon in six other thera-
peutic ¢itegories, including anti-cancer drugs, anti-retrovi-
rals, vacpines and medicines used in treatment of asthma,
tubercuivisis snd malaria,

The wve has created a stir in the pharmaceutical indus-
try, whixlz is already facing pressurelon revenues due to price
caps on 48 essential medicines.

The "[*0P's move comes in the wake of the' indust_ry seek-
ing gow | mment intervention in the matter, which companies .
feel amn-|unts to "modifying” the National Pharmaceutical
~Pricing ![:licy (NPPP) determmrng rug price regulations in
" the comr | .ry. The pricing po'icy, which was penzing for over
nearly 1: .fears and was finally cleared bv 1.2 previous gov-

. emmer:| in December 2012, aims at regu’zting prices of 348
|- medicit &5 by capping their prices at ar. average of all medi- .
" cines im 2 particular segment with aminimum market share .
" of one {2y nt.
The egulator has now stretched its hands beyond these *
348 me:l'cines to bring more drugsjunder price control cit-
-ing "inter>rand" price difference in a particular segment
- and varizus other reasons such as disease intensity and
. widesprzad usage of drugs such as anti-diabetic¢ and car-
- diovasc:ilgr.
On ti22 other hand, the industry argues the disease envi-
" ronmen . #2s same when the government had cleared the pol-
icy and 19 :xtraordinary circumstance" has emerged since
then for i< regulator to invoke Para 19 in public interest.
"We ¢:g »ot find that such extraordinary circumstances
. have risen vince the promitlgation of the DPCO 2013 to wat-
rant thei:| v, Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance, which rep-:
resents Cofnestic drug majors such as Lupin, Sun Pharma
and oth.ete, W'f)te in 1ts lettex add ssed to DoP Secretary _
|- Aradharna ok,
' Sourceseaid top representaﬂves om other pha.rma indus-
| try orgsisations such as Organisation of Pharmaceutical :
Produc:.r¢ of India, which represents multinational drug
- makers i/the country, also met senior offictals in the depart-
ment 0. Tuesday. SUSHMI DEY m New Delhi
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