~

PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
wrtAa

o IE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

|

|

Financial Chronicle, Delhi

Wednesday 21st January 2015, Page: 6
Width: 8.43 cms, Height: 24.38 cms, a4, Fei: pmin.2015-01-21.43.61

Aurobindo

Pharmaina

legaltangle

_ TRUSHNA UDGIRKAR
. Hyderabad

" “JAPANESE drugmaker Sh-

jonogi has sued Indian- |

. .campany Aurobindo Phar-

_rma infan attempt to stop it

- from producing the gener-

-i¢ version ‘of their drug -

“. Doribax. :

~- - Aurobindo had filed for '
; an abbréviated new drug *

* application last year seek-

ing ‘FDA's go-ahead to

~ market the drugin the us,
- before the patent expires.

The drug is used for

anti-bacterial treatment of . -

_patients with abdominal or
urinary tract infections in

an injectable form. The -

lawsuit was filed at the Illi-
nois Northern District
. Court, last week. The
patent for the drugin the
US.is due to expire in
2021. Tt was lssued in
9012 by the US PTO.
Shionogi was allowed
to; introduce the drug in
Japanby the regulatory au-
tHdtity in 2005, The com-
pany had initiafly granted
Peninsula Pharmaceuti-
cals exclusive rights to de-
velop and market the drug

in North America and.:

other regions.. Peninsula
then initiated clinical de-
velopment of doripenem

. (the key active ingredient)
in December 2002,

. Later, Johnson & John-
son Pharmaceutical Re-
search and Development,
acquired . Peninsuld  in

.. June 2005. It then ac-

quired the right for'devel-

. ‘opment of this dfug in the
US and Europe. The FDA

in 2007 granted approval
tradename -

:undér' the
Doribax. )
- ‘Meanwhile, another
Hyderabad-based compa-

‘hy Hetero' Labs is seen -
.caight in similar lawsuits -

Generic tussle -
_mThe drug is used for v
anti bacterial freatment.
of patients with
abdominal infections: ...

m The patent forthe
drug in US, ‘402, will .,
expire in 2021. twas -
issued in2012
w Hetero Labs isseen
caught in similar law
suits filed by Otsuka -

Pharmaceuticals

e ———

filed by Otsuka Pharma-
ceuticals for infringing
their patent of brand drug
AR ‘Lﬁ s

laf 3pd schizophrenia gis-

- orders. The company. is

also .sued by Millenium
Pharmaceuticals for want-
ihg ‘to" manufacture * the
generic version of their
drug Velcade. '

"For Indian .generic

.companies, facing such

lawsuits has become an in-
tegral part of the business.

Aurobindo Pharma fea-
tures among the top’ 10
companies in India in

.terms of consolidated rev-

enues. )
Aurobindo ‘exports to
over 125 countries across

-the globe with more than

70 per cent of its revenues
derived out of internation-

_a} operations.
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