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HC seeks Centre’s reply on Gilead
patentplea for Hepatitis C drug

NewDelhi,Jan23 - .

HE DELHI High Court

I has sought the govern-
ment'sresponseonUS-

based pharma firm Gilead
Sciences Inc's plea challeng-
ing rejection of its patent ap-
plication for its Hepatitis C
drug, sofosbuvir, marketed
under the brand hame Soval-
di. Justice Rajiv Shakdher

asked thegovernment'scoun-

sel to come with instructions
onwhetherthematterneeded
to be remanded to the patent
office for reconsideration or
should thecourthearit.

It also said the January 13
orderof Deputy Controller of
Patents and Designs would be
subject tothe final outcomeof
the writ petltion filed by
Gilead.

The court asked the gov-
ernment to file its reply be-
fore the nextdate of hearing
if it wished to contest
Gilead'splea. Thematterhas
been fixed for hearing on
January 30.

Hepatitis C isa viral infec-
tion affecting the liver and if
leftuntreated,canleadtoliver

e

The court asked the government to file its
reply before the next date of hearing if it
wished to contest Gilead's plea. The matter

has been fixed for hearing on January 30

cirrhosis or liver cancer and
has a high mortality rate.
There are nearly 18 million
‘Hepatitis C patients in India
itself.

Gilead, represerited by se-

nior advocate Pratibha M.
Singh, has ‘challenged the"
* January 13order rejectingiis

application for patenting its
expensive Hepatitis C drug,
sayingthedecisionwasmade

without following the proce-
dureprescribed inthePatents
Act,1970. .

As per reports, Sovaldi is

briced $84,000 for a 12-week

course.
The US-company has said
“its patent application wasre-
jected on the basis of docu-

" ments containegd in two pre-

grant opp051ﬁons, filed by a
pharma company and an

NGO without issuing notice . '

toGilead oreven hearingit.
Gilead'spatentapplication
was opposed by Natco Phar-

maandNGODelhiNetworkof .

Positive People (DNP+)along
withanother entity Initiative-
for Medicines, Access and
Knowledge(I'MAK)Inc.USA,
the pharma company‘s peti-

tionsaid. -

ThereJectlonrelatestothe :
ent application covering -

metabolites of sofosbuvir

and themain patent applica-

tions covering sofosbuvir are
still pending, the US pharma
company saidinitsplea.

Gilead had last year en-’

tered into licensing agree-
mentswithsevenIndia-based

firms, including Cipla, Ran- -
- baxy and Cadila, for the He-

patitis C drugs to make them

available in 91 developing

countries.

Gilead had said it planined
tolaunchits own branded So- -
valdiinIndiaatapriceof $300 ..
per bottle; while the Indian -
companieswerea]lowedtoﬁx

their own price for the gener-

ic product they produce, pay--

__i.ngaroyalty onsales. PTT






