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India’s patent laws under threat?

Times NEWS Nswvom(

—etting up of a bilateral

mechanism on intellec-
tual property (IP) rights

-through the US-India trade

policy forumand thenew draft

national IP policy champion-

ing IP as the only way to pro-

mote innovation have raised .

apprehensions amorig health
activists that India might con-

cede. ground on IP during :

President Obama’s visit.-

- HIV. patient groups, ac-

" tivists working on access.to
medicine and IP academics

have expressed the appre-’

hension that Obama’s visit
will pressure India to dilute
" the provisions in its patent

lawsmeant to safeguard pub- .

IP academics have
- expressed the
- apprehension that
Obama’s visit will
pressure India to
dilute the -
provisions inits
_patent laws meant
to safeguard public
health priorities

lichealthpriorities. Theyac- -
.cused the government of try-

ing to bypass Parliament on

-the- issue of IP and under-

mining the patent . law

through

measures.’
“As the people of India,

‘we welcome President Oba-

administrative’

ma, if he represents the
American people. But we
don't want him as a repre-
sentative of US business, es-
pecially the pharmaceutical

- industry, which isresponsib- -

le for millions of deaths
across the world by making
drugs too expensive through
monopoly pricing,” said Dr
Amit Sengupta of Jan Swas-
thya Abhiyan (JSA) , a net-
work of ‘organizations work-

ingon public health'issues. ~

The US government re-
cently reviewed India’s intel-
lectual property system and

declared it inadequate plac- -
ing it on the US ‘Special 301 -
Watch List’; which could in-.

vite trade sanctions. “After
the India-US joint summit

where India bent over back-

wardsto agreetosetupanIP
workmg group, what it get§

inrreturn is the US announc-

ing an out-of-turn review,of -
_India’s patent laws -and

stance on IP. India has been
on the US Trade Representa-

tive’s priority watch list for '

30 years. So why is there sud-

den urgency regarding be-:’
“ing on the watchlist?” agked ,
) DrSengupta :

“PM Modi came as In-

dia’s strong man, but where .

is his strength if he cannot
tacklea declining power like
the US?” asked senior advo-

cate Anand Grover of Law- :

yers Collective.
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