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‘Reu.ters v ‘
-LONDON The mtematlon- -

al charity Medecins Sans
Frontieres urged drugmak-

_ers. GlaxoSmithKline- and -
Pfizer on Tuesday to slash
‘the price of their pneumo-
-coccal vaccines to- $5 per

child in poor countries:
In a report on vaceine

prices ahead of an inteina- -
tional donor -conference in - - |
Berlin at the end of January, -}

- MSF slamméd big pharma
tompaiies and said the cost: -
~of vaccinating a childin the ..

world’s. poorest countries
‘was now 88 -times. higher

thanin 2001. '
- The skyrocketmg pnces. 3h
mean many countnes can't.’
. afford expensjve néw vac-’

cines such as those that pro-
tect againstipneurnococcal

disease, which kills about a’
million childreri a year,

MSF’s report sald

A hapgful of hig pharmag »ing .to the criticism, GSK vaosines

ceuticaln companies are

. overcharging donors and

developing countries for"
-vaccines that already earn
them billions of dollars in

| Bitter medicine’

-m GSK and Pfize hud'stogeiher reported moré-than 519
I sales.for pneumococcnlvnccmes '

"bllhon in glo

im The cost of vaccmailng';«é;hlld ||:1‘15e world's poorest
;,-.counfrles wos now 68 times higher thanin. 2001

e

m MSF feels governments need to put pressure on drug
companies to-offer better pnces

wealthy countries, sa1d
Rohit Malpani, policy and
analysis director for MSF’s™
.access campaign, Respond- -

said+in a statement that,i

#was already barely covering .
~its:costs with the price it-

charges poorer countries for -
its pneumococcal shot,:SYn-

ﬂonx, which it said was one
~ of the most complex we've
eever manufactured.

' Many of our available

-cant upfront capital invest- .
. ment te make and supply, it -
- gaid, adding that to discount
pneumococcal vaécines fur-

q(\io u@o‘wm »

hmemévanced ang, 9!§hﬁﬂmﬁﬁn§n;a
wcomplexand tequire signifi- o ,Some.$7.5: billion to,helpim-
muhize. hundreds.-of ‘mil--

| A few b|g pharmaceuhcal flrms are overchargmg donors‘_y.

‘ther would threaten GSK’s
ability to supply them long- "
term. Phizer also said its -
pneumococcal shot, Preve- ..
nar 13, was highly complex. ;:
It takes more than two.years.
to create one batch of Preve-.
nar 13, encompassing some "
500 separate quality control’

. tests ... multiple facilities’,
and hundreds of trained *

professionals; it sa1d in a
statement.’

MSF’s report said pneu-"'
- mococcal ‘shots "alone ac-
counted for about 45 per.
.. cent of the.cost of: fully vac- .
" dinating a child against-12
.. diseases. It said GSK and
.. Pfizer had together reported
“more than $19 billion. in -
* global sales§ for pneumococ- .
_-cal vaccines since their
Jaunch,

A pledgmg conference

-=for the GAVI global vaccines

alliance is due in Berlin next

“week, when government

donors and private philan-
i1 be askgghfor

lions. of children .in -poor

: counmes between. 2016 and

2020






