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‘ Hv a view of various reports doubt-
ing the quality of drugs manu-,
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factured in India and sold in the

domestic and export market, the
Union Health Ministry has

Jaunched the largest ever sample-
* “survey of spurious, counterfeit and

sub-standard medicines to analyse
their quality. The move also aims to
plag loopholes if any.

‘A senior official in the Ministry
said that the top drug controller,
Central Drug Standards Control
Organisation (CDSCO) in collab-

‘oration with the Noida-based
“National Institute of Biologicals is

all set to test over 42,000 samples

“of a range of drugs to test their qual-

ity. The last National survey of spu-~

- rious drugs which was conducted

4

P

in 2009 had tested 24, 136 medi-

cines.

The drug samples would
include popular brands as well as
essential drugs of 15 therapeutic

categories enlisted with the National

inistry to scan drug sam

List of Essential Medicine (NLEM)
from retail pharmacy outlets from
across the country. Over Rseight
crore is being spent on the survey

d

to.be completed by July.

In 2009, samples of popular
brands of oral solid dosage (OSD)
formulations, belonging to 9 ther-
apeutic categories (anti-infective,
anti-malarial, anti-TB Drugs,
steroids, antihistaminic, cardiovas-
culdr drugs, anti-diabetics, NSAIDs,
and multivitamin preparations),
were tested.

" The official said that though
‘surveys in the past decades have
found the prevalence of spurious
and sub-standard drugs at.not

more than .04 per-cent and 4 to 5 -

per cent respectively, some unver-
ified reports often magnifies it,
putting it between 10'per cent-25

per cent’™
“«

Due to dire consequences on

H.,E_u:n health in view of circulation

of spurious drug, the study is nec-

ples to check quality

essary to assess actual extent of spu-
rious drug circulation in the com-
munity at large,” it said.

He said that the 2009 national
survey of spurious drugs had found,
“The extent of spurious drugs in
retail pharmacies of India is much
below the projections made by
various media, WHO, SEARO, and
other studies. It is 0.046 per cent -
11 samples out of 24,136 samples
tested”

India is the largest manufac-
turer of generic drugs in the world,

and the pharmaceutical industry is

“worth billionis of dollars in both

domestic and overseas markets.
Consequently, there has been 2
major issue with countetfeits of
popular drugs and production of

" “sub-standard drugs with similar-

sounding names, the official added. m_
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