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Ramnath Subbu

opment for the pharmaceu-
tical industry, the Supreme
Court has rejected rmltina-
tional Bayer's appeal;to block
production.and sales-of the-
low cost version of its kidney
" cancer drug, sorafenib’. tosy-
late (brandéd as Nexavar); by
Natco Pharrfiaceuticals.

. Hyderabad-based " Nateo
was' granted the first and to, .
date only compulsory licence

- (CL) by the" government in
* 2012 to make and sell a,pat-
ented drug at a fraction of the’

. the patent holder, Bayer. .

selling price of Rs.2.84 Iakh. - High Court

The Research andDeveldpment-Centre of Natco
Pharma in Hyderabad. - AP PHOTO :

price at which it was sold by Natco ‘pays: Bayer a-royalty. -
- fee. Bayerhas challengéd the
Since 2012, Natco hasbeen order before" the Ditéllectual
selling the drug at-Rs.8,880.a - Property - Appellate “Bohard
pack of 120 against ;Bayer’s. (IPABY and ‘theh

m,gma,_n drug makers get a boost from SC ruling:

taken by us keeping in mind spite 'of: a multi-year cam-
the lowper capita income lev- paign by Bayer to reverse the

- elsin the country. The inten-  decision” -

tion is to have wide reach, “Today, .we - applaud this

accessibility and affordability - heartening news, which reaf-

e 7 medicines,” a spokesper- firms. Indiz’s critical role in

*Tt-is' a lagidinark decision
in the patént ‘history of In-

- dia,” was'how a'senior indus-
iy, " souree 'described - the q

" decision. .
1T, vingicats

e

- cost, the spokesperson said.

¥, -l Head (Soiith “Asia)} MSF
“ .. Access Campaign, Sdid, “MSF

son. from , Natco - told _this . forginganew and-progressive
correspondent. ... ." .. path in balancing intelectual

Since 2012, Natco treated . property.and .public health,”
more than 20,000 cancer pa- ~ she said, . L .
tients with the drug, of which .- “The development will act,
2,000 were treated free. of

LeenaMénghaney, Region-

ty. Being -the first and’only
is encouraged by this partié: CL granted by the ‘govern-
ularly strategic win for public ment to date; it is definitely'a
he: and- accesy to medi- positive’ development for In-
cines, wheteby the Supreme - 'dian gener:
Court has wotked to enstire






