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Ahead of Obama visit, US rules out
embargo, lets India off IPR hook -

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

:New Delhi: The fear of US
sanctions over India’s intel-
lectual property rights re-
gimehaslifted, atleastfor the
moment, with Washington

giving it a clean chit after a

-specialreview. - s
In a statement issued. late

on Friday (American time),
- the US Trade Representative
' cited recent steps to rem

% fthe threat that ‘had. ereated.

. considerable -acrimonhy’‘be-
: . tween the two governments.:
“Over the last few

manths, there have been itk

. tiple engagernents withige

ernment of India ofﬁclals;a;':’

the staff and senior levels on
the broad range of issues of
concern to the United States
- and toUS stalseholders., India
has made useful’ commlt-
ments in recent months -

v In a statement on Friday, the US
 Trade Representative cited recent
steps to remove the threatthat . -
had created acrimony between the:
US and Indian governments

cluding to institutionalize
high-level engagement on IP
issues, to pursue a specific
work program and to deepen

cooperation and information-

exchange with the US on IP-
related issues under the US-
India Trade Policy . Forum *
the USTR said.

The move comes Weeks.

before US president Barack

Obama lands in Delhi as the-

chief guest for the Republic
Day parade, hecoming the
first American president to
attend the event. It follows
the firstmeeting of the US-In-

dia Tradé Policy Forum m

four years for which USTR
Michael Froman flew to Del—
hilastmonth.

“It’'s. a .positive develop

" mentandit’stherighttrack to

follow. India has a well- estab-
lishedlegislative, administra-
tiveand judicial framework to

safeguard IPR, which meet its:
TRIPS : commitments while:"
utlhzmg'the flexibilities pror:
vidéd inthe international re--

gime to address developmen-
tal concerns,” industrial
policy and promotion secreta-
ry Amitabh Kant told TOI .

For the last few years, the

pharma industry has been:

lobhying hard with US au-

thorities to declare India a -

rogue country for adoptinga.

policy that has waived patent. -

rights for a cancer drug on

the grounds of affordability;

besides disallowing patents

for several medicines citing:

lack of innovation. The gov-

ernment has countered this’

by saying that its policies are

_in line-'with India’s mtern_n

tional commitments,

Apartfrom the out-of-cycle
review by theUSTR, theUSIn-
ternational Trade Commis:
sion (USITC) is also ¢

duct:

ingan investigation onIndia’s:

policies, including thoserelat:

ed to duties and investment:

The government has, howev-
er, refused to participate in ei-
ther exercise and termed
them unilateralactions..






