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Protecting patents willboost -
innovationin India

RANJANA SMETACEK )

"lndla, ‘a country with consnstent

_ growth, an educated workforce; .

.and establlshed science-based

~ has many elements required to
realise the Make in India’ vision
.~ Inofder to éxténd ‘Make ir
“dia’ to ‘Develop in India” ang

must build the ‘country’s ca
bility for innovation through
* tellectual “Property creati
. protection, and commercialis
tion. Patents are developed to
protect the research cycle and
_keep it moving. Without patent
protection, research would
‘ " come to a halt.
There are still huge unmet
- medical needs in cancer, dia-
betes and mental illnesses (Par-
kinson's and Alzheimer’s remain
“unconquered) and dengue re-
. mains a threat to 40 per cent of
the world's population. India
. should favour an innovative en-
vironment that supports the re-
- search and development of new
medicines, both within India

. and around the globe to meet
health the

“research [institutions, already .
nally to ‘Innovate in India’ :we'-'

*Universal Héalth-Assurance | pro

ThIS is also essential to meet the healthcare
challenges facmg the country : '

Ithcare budgets

gramme will. benefit patients
and increase access.
Pro-innovation policies and
increased access to medicines,
are not mutually exclusive, They
go hand-in-hand. A thoughtful

assessment of the policies and

decisions relating to- Compulso-
ry Licenses (CL) needs to .be .
made, on a case-by-case basis.
The ﬂe)ublllty in the law should

be used judiciously, only for hu-

manitarian and non-commer-
cial use, in treating diseases
which fall under the category of

e;vgovemment must '

epidemic or communicable dis: -
-eases, A CL must not be granted

without presenting an opportu-
nity to the patent-holder to share- -
how it will help increase access -

care systems around the world.
In January 2014, the GlobaUntel-
lectial Propeity Celitie (GH’C) '
nte agam ranked India last, no- .

mternatlonal
. tréaties. S
If India, a leader among
emerging markets, shows scant -
respect for patent laws, the dan-
‘ger is that the growth of local
companies in these countries
and .the overall economic
growth will become stunted. A”
stronger IP environment will
_positively impact the 'Indian
economy and encourage Fore1gn
Direct Investment.
In the pharma sector, we need
- aholistic approach thatbalances -
the need for innovation with the
necessity for more accessible
’medicines, withina robust IP en-
‘vironment.- .
AJanuary 2014 study by econo-
mists Robert Shapiro and Apar-
na Mathur, predicted that ‘India
could well become a global cen-
tre for innovative drug develop-
ment and production, increase

life expectancy, expand output

and employment, and achieve
considerable cost savings in
medical care and government

~subsidies by Increasing its. IP

protection.

The writer is Director General,
Organisation of Pharmaceutical
Producers of India






