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'F TAs weaken mdltilateral systernsu
Vro:r-+ KrtsHr-,+,x

kIW oare;Taking a strong stand
ag;asr lree tmde agreements
Eras.rus \{r', encha, Depury
Chairpe'rsoa of the African
Unron Corn-caission (AUC),
sr.:';e c &ai t'ilateral agree'
trrtnrs {iere u'eakening the
rn'rl,rilatera-I alrangements
thar lorc!:ed:fier the Least De-
veiop,eci Coi.nnies (LDCs),

I-n al exclusir-e interyiew to
The Hindu, Nir. Mrvencha
sajdr "rhese trade agreements
pose one danger - the rveak-
ening of multilateral systems."'

'"fhc strong, currently, want
a weak system, so they can
dqminate the game," he added
talking about intellectua,l
property rights (IPR) being
used to curtail acbess to medi-
cines in poorer countries. He
was speaking at concluding
session of lndia:Africa Sun-r-
mit, which was themed "End
AIDS Epidemic by 2030."

The statement cornes in the
backdrop of Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Part-
nership Agreement negotia-

Erastus Mwenc[a says the
strong nat ions want a weak
sysfem, so they can dominate
the  game .

tions (TTIP) and The Trans-
Pacific P;utnership (TPP)
trade agreements that could
curtail access to , affordable
drugs. The Afi'ican leaders
haVe been dem:rnding that the
lvaiver under World Trade Or-
ganization's (WTO) Trade-
Related Aspectb of Intellec-
fual Property Rights (TRIPS)
agreement given to least de-
veloped countries with re-
spect to pateut protection of
pharmaceuiicaJ products
should be ma.intailecl until

such t ime they are not
LDCs anymore,

"We ale not asking for ch:Lr-
i f v  W e  n e e d  i  t n  n r n t c . f  t h e

rvorld's most vulnerable pop-
ulations. It is no more about
how to rc;rch millions - it is
about bi l l ions of people norv.
And that creates a new space
for collaborating," said Michel
Sidibe, Dxecutive Director,
L|NAIDS. African heads of
state requested the Indian
Healti Minister J.P. Nadda to
not give in to the pressure
from mult inational pharma-
ceutical companies, in partic-
ular the United States govern-
ment, and sign bi-lateral trade
agreements that rnay har-m the
hterests of patients inA-frica.

Mr. Mwencha added that
Western governments were
Iobbyilg for bilateral trade
agreements, as it left poorer
nations out ofthe dielogue en-
tirely. "It is worrying that a lot
of these agreements TPP,
TIPP - over 70 per cent of the
trade - is now tuillateral.
Tirese agreerrrents eue being
made outside the WTO and

then brought wirhin the WTO
ambit so that the rest of us wili
rrot havc pzrticipatcd in shap-
ing these agreements, When
you come to negotiating table
you must come with clean
hands, not use the backdoor,"
Mr. Mwencha said.

Meanwhile, India has com-
mitted to support the fight
agalist HIV/AIDS in the com-
bined resolve to end the AIDS
epidemic by 2030. Health
Minister I.P. Nadda, spcaking
at the summit, stated that,
"commodiry security for med-
icines must be a major ar-ea of
focus. India is committed to
cnsuring that thc TRIPS f lcxi-
bilities will be fully harnessed
to provide sustained and unin-
terrupted access to iife-saving
medicines as it has proved to
be a lifeljne for the poor,"

Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta suggested a ioint In-
dia-Afric a cooperation frame-
work on HIV and health com-
modiry security to fr.rrther
ensure that sustainable access
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drugs for Africa is maintaincd,
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