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‘ INBUSTRY PRACTICES

Goit plans sisndatory

arketmg

code for pharmaceutlcallﬁrms

BY SHINE Jacos
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............................

NEW DELHI ‘
Drugmakers may ‘soon bé

prohibited from offering:
gifts to doctors to prescribe their:
products, with the government
finding that an existing voluntary -

code discouraging the practice
has made little impact,

The mandatory -code -will
replace the voluntary Uniform
. Code of Pharmaceutical Market-
ing Practices (UCPMP) released

by the department of pharma— ;

-ceuticals in January.

“A voluntary code has been in
place for last few moriths. How-
ever, we found it very difficult to
enforce it as a voluntary code,

Hence, the government is-plani-

ning to make it compulsory,”

said VK. Subburaj, secretary, of

department of pharmaceuticals,
The government wﬂl consult

_stakeholders, such as the Mech-‘
cal Council of India(MCI), Drugs’

Controller Getleral of India
. (DCGI), industry bodies and
: consumer groups before finaliz-

' mg the code, which is expected

in six months, said Subburaj. - .
While the DCGI Dr. G.N. Slngh
refused to comment on the mat-

‘ter, an MCI member, who'

declmed to.be 1dent1f1ed said
the council will wait: until the
draft guidelines are released.

The move. will sensitize:the

pharmaceutrcal companies, said-

Pavan’ Choudhary, co-chairman
of medical technology division

of the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).. ‘However, the

.mandatory norms should be a

-refined version of.the. currentv"

voluntary code, UCPMP’s volun-

“tary version states that you can- .
not even give, sn__acks_ to doctors .

attendmg a company workshop'

~ It also says that a medical device .

sample can only be provided if a

.doctor makes a written recori-
“mendation. Such types of regula-

tlons may, become counterpro-

*ductive ;and- “hence it should be’
diluted,” Choudhary added.

In 2011, the ministry of chem-.
icals and fertilizers had backed

away from making such a'man-.

datorygode after protests from
the industry:,

P.X. Gupta, chairman of' the
Confederation of Indian Phar-
maceutical Industry (Clpl),

~ called the move a wastage of
‘time,

“For the last elght to ten years;
the: government is planhing to
come up with guidelines on
marketing The current market-
mg practices prevailing in India
is a, global phenoménon, and it
must continue. If the govern-

'-ment‘*wants to manage the
-(pharma) industry, they should

implemeént price control meas-

ureg- ‘properly. Tightening. of
norms should not be on the’

marketing side,” said Gupta.
. The new code is likely to be
strict on medical representatives.

as well, prohlbmng them from. .
employmg any inducement or -

payment to gain access to a

. healthcare practitioner, -

Accordmg to Sarabpt Kour
Nangra, vice-president, tesearch,

«at brokerage Angel Brolgng, mar;
_keting.is a.“grey area” as far as
the pharmaceutical industry. is
concerned, “Many malpractrces;"
are happemng in the sector and,
,a8.a result, a compulsory lawi.
would mean cost enhancement -
-for.some.companies who are no

following ethical practices,

they have to find: new ways to

market their products Nang_ra_"’

“had faced heat from the US.ani

" ufacturmg pracnces

said. '
The existing voluntary code

states that all associations of .,

pharmaceutical firms should
have a complaint handling com-
mittee empowered to expel any-

- one found violating the code.

Under the voluntary code, °
companies must keep a detailed
list of their marketing expenses,
Travel expenses should not be
paid for the spouses of doctors
or other accompanying persons,
unless they are health¢are pro-
fessionals, who qualify as partici-
pants of those events in their
own right. (Travel expenses of
doctors can be paid for by phar-
maceutical companies as long as -
it’s a work-related trip and only
within India.) Moreover, the
events must be organized only in
India and should not coincide
with sporting, entertainment or
other leisure events.

The code also says funding of :
healthcare professionals to com-
pensate them for the time spent:
in. attending an event is not. per-
mitted. It also bars supply of free
medicine samples to any person

not qualified to prescr 1be such

products. . '

- CII's Choudhary addled ”T,he
law should not be half-baked -
and should not be implemented

in haste. Firms must get basic

freedom to operate. Though. the *
move is positive, there should be -

.a proper legulatory set-up m".:-'«:.‘
‘place to implement this” - ..

The US and European Union
already have stnngent marketing
regulatiohsin.. place. and even
have drsclosure Jorms. for th
companies in this regard
In the past, Indian’ compame

U regulatdrs related to.its man
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