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Given the possible dangers
of buying mcdicines over

. the Internet, the govern.
nretlt is planning a new' iaw to 'restrict th-e sale of' 'easily avaiLable fuugs thar
could endanger the heatth
of citizens,
. Pills for meclical tdr:nri-
nation of pregnancy, h:an.
quilisers ar:d bther nelcot.
ic drugs are easily avail
able on dome Web Fortals,
The government has set up
an expert oommittee anrl

invitcd suggestions frorn
stakcl:olclers ancl the gen.
eral public till Monday.

Earlier in Septenrber. a
subcomnittee bf experts
met to discuss inedicine
Sale$ over the Internet un.
der the Drugs and Cosm-
etics Rules 1945 and decid-

. ed to tighten the noose.
,The committee .Will study
the practice in developell
countries that have such
prol'isicns, evaluate the

. risks and concerns ovsr
online sale ofdrugs and irs
impact on public liealth
before tahlng a call.

"ll'herefore, indivicluals
assoCiaiioni, daii; b;ai;; ;
oompanies,.. are requested
to seird their r:esponses
before Septmember 28,"
the ndtice read,

In its July meeting, the
Dlugs Consultative Com-
drlttee of the health min-
istry had considered the
issue and set up a sub-com-
mittee under the chair-
manship of Dr Harshadeep
Kamble, il{aharnshtra
FDA commissioner, to
exanrine it fudher go that
steps are taken to restrict
such sales. Chemists and

dluggists have also taken
up the matter, as they fear
online sales nray tahe ara"
ay their business. Lakhs of
clien:ists plan to go' on
strike on October 14. Thev
have sent letters to the PM
demanding a ban on such
se[es; Doctors too feel the
act of "self meclipation"
and buying medicines
without any prescription
pose a grave risk. "To start
witlr, the Dlng Ccntroller
General may conre up with
certain guiclelincs. A law
is certainly in the olfing
too," a senior official said.
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