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pakistan welcomes talks with India, but says

“Pa Eﬂ.ms.m,:n_:mm__.omﬂcﬁ

:Business Forum to
‘meet in jJanuary
FNAYANIVIA BASU
ew Delhi, December 7
Notmalisation of trade and
~business ties between: India
. and Pakistan seems a long
way off even as External Af
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj

e

embarks on 2 visit to Islama- .

bad on Tuesday for the ‘Heart
of Asia’ meeting on Afghanis-
-tan.
It is Iearnt that the Pakistan
_government  has already
~made it clear to India that al-
~though it is willing to discuss
strategic and political issues,
: trade will not be part of the
_discussions, oificials wia
BusinessLine. ;
During her visit, Swaraj is

Width: 25.27 cms, Height: 10.63 cms, a4r,

meetings with: her Pakistan
counterpart Sartaj Azizand al-

expected to have bilateral 2

“¢o call on Pakistan Prime Min--

ister Nawaz Sharif.

Taking stock ~

The Pakistandndia Joint Busi-
ness Forum (PIJBE) is expected
to meet early next month to

take stock of the Progress ' syshmaSwaraj, External Affairs

made in trade in power, ener-
gy agriculture, automobiles

and pharmaceuticals among 'to grant MEN to India was “at

gthers, sources said.

This is-a private sector-led
body notified by both the gov=
ernments. The forum meets:
under the aegis of the Confed-
eration of Indian ‘Industty
(ciy and the Palistan Busi-
ness Council (PBC).

According o dipiomatic
sources, enthusiasm within
the Nawaz Sharif government

Minister

its peak” when he came to
power. However, the process
‘of normalisation of trade has

“:been put on the backburner .

thanks to the recent spate of
incidents between the two
countries and Pakistan's do-
mestic political situation.

Apparently, Pakistan is wait-
ing toseeif Prime MinisterNa-

rendra Modi visits Islamabad
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Sartai yﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmz Foreign

7. Minister -~ -

'in2016 for the SAARC Summit.

Only then it will be willing to
discuss granting MEN status
to India, which is also known
as non-discriminatory market
access (NDMA), sources said..
The deadline to grant MEN

. status to India, which is man-

datory under World Trade Or-
ganization (WIO) ruies, wes
2012, It is learnt that Prime
Minister Sharifis “notwilling”

to take on *additional risks””
before he headsfor the gener--
al ‘elections “there «in 2018,

- sources said.

. Currenitly as many as 1,209 -

irems that-are in the negative
““list are barred.from India in
‘pakistan, while 8,000 items
" are allowed.. However, India

insists thatsome of the items
of itsexportinterest are stillin
ich as tex-

n was p
this list to 100 items buteven
that never fructified.

The joint business council
had last met in August 2014
and it is now expected to meet
in 2016. The meeting will be
chaired by Sunil Kant Munjal
of Hero Corporate Seivices
from India. The Pakistani side
would be led by Syed Yawar Ali

St

noto MEN status - |

-

.mv&m. former CEO of Nestle
Pakistan. . _
So far the body has identi-
fied 10 areas of cooperation:
Agriculture; automotive andi
engineering; chemical andpe-
trochemicals; infrastructure;

pharmaceuticals;- informa-
ton technology; textiles; edu-,
cation and vocational train-
ing; healthcare, and dispute
tesolution and trade '
facilitation. :




