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Chinese scare
looms over
India’s bulk
drug industry

BY SHiNE Jacon
shine j@livemint.com

NEWDELHI ~

he government declared

2015 as the year af bulk
drugs, or active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs), in o bid.to
promate lts Make In Indla Initia-
thvis, With less thin two months
left before the year ends, self-
sufficlency in bulk drugs
remaing a distant deesm og India
I till heavily dependont on
Imparts, chiefly from Ching,

A bulk-drug manufacturing
policy, expected to be
annotnead by the end of March,
sy ehange thet,

"We are over-dependent on
China for Imports of bulk drugs
& move than 76% of bulk-drug
lmports come from China,”
pharmaceuticals secretary
V.K. Subbura} said In an inter-
vlew last month. “We should
develop a conduclve environ-
ment for the bulk drug industry
to develop in India”

Thu inunufucwring polley for
bulk drugs, the raw material
used to meke medicinas, will-ba
based on the recommendations
mauta by o ponel headed by VM,
Katoch, former secretary (henith
research); the punel hns sug-
gested ways to reduce India's
dependency on Jmports,

- The ponel has called for the
6 I i revival of public sector units to

start nanufacturing selact
essential critical drugs such as
penicillln and paracetmmol, It
also suggosted tax-free status

‘ and devslopment of pharma
\ % ; clustory for the revival of the
3 4 £ Industry,
\ - e Thure wry five state-run drug
2 o mitkers-—~Karnataka  Aniibiotics

and  Pharmacenticaly  Lid
/ (KAPL), Wojasthan Drugs and

Phurmacenticals Lid (RDPL),
; Hindustan  Antibioties Led
e g (TTAL), Bengal Chumbeals snd

Pliarmaceuticals Ltd (ROPL) and
an Drugs snd Pharmaceut-
i Lidk (EDPLY, Out of the five,
1AL, BOCPE and 1PL have been
declared sick by the Board for
Industrial and Hinanclel Recon-
structlon (BIFR),

Totul imports of APIs and
advanced Intermediates have
tison nt an annual pace of 18%
from $800 millian In 2004 to $3.4
billlan in 2013, according to a
2013 sludy by Boston Consulting
Group and the Confederation of
Indian Industry, a lobby group, -

“For antiblotles such as
ofloxacin and levofloxacin (used
to wweat infoctions), Indis ls heay-
Aly reliant an Imports tor body
“APTrTE Wall s Key Mtermedl
SrtesTWareover, mos: ol (e
TGS, OVer S0, In st casos,
ireEsREetated In Chigg, the

salil;

-Ufl;lon chemlcals and fertlHz-
ers minister Ananth Kumar told
Parlisment last year that Indla
was largaly depondent on China
for Lmports of ingredients for 12

essential drugs that are In the
fob N) L— 71 R" )/— Natlonal Lise of ssentlal Medr

l 7 cines,

“if China decldes to stop sup-
ply of starting materials and raw
materials, we are In trouble,"
sald LK. Agrawal, general secre-
tary of Industry lobby group Bulk
Drug Manufaciurers Association.
“The government should come
up with maere phatma parks to
hoost Investment in this sector”

Y™ One of the ways to improve

6‘) domestic praduction and reduce

-depundency on China s to

stiengthen public sector enter-
prises, Subburaf said.

© The government now has

plans to leverage the assets of

the sick state-run pharmaceuli-

cal units o make them finan-

cinlly viable.
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