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Facmg shortage, govt expedites
procurement of swine flu drug

Sushmi.ney@timesgroup com

New Delhi: The health ministry
has ordered faster procurement of
diagnostic kits, medicines and vac-
cinesfor HIN1 influenza todeal with
the sudden spurt in the number of
swineflu casesacross the country.
Many retailers, licensed to sell

thedrugand vaccine, haverun outof:

stock as demand has surged signifi-
cantly in the past few weeks with in-
creasing number of people testing

positivefor HIN1influenza, creating

panicamong patients and theirkin.
Though the anti-viral medj-

their lives to swine flu across the
country in the first ten days of Feb-
ruary as the death toll due to the
contagious disease escalated to 407
this year. While Maharashtra, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan
and Telangana have witnessed
most number of deaths, Karnataka
and Delhi have also registered sig-
nificant number of H1N1 cases.
Experts said patients with com- -
mon cold and cough but with no fe-
verare mcreasmg]y testing posmve
for HIN1 inflitenza, which is nor-
mally not the case; The latest health
ministry data said 5,157 cases of the

cine Oseltamivir is avallable in’ disease have been reportedml Feb-
mast; governmend:run. hospitals, ruary. 10this year alone....
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