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Govt to sell 504 drugs under ‘Jan Aushadhi’

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

Zoi Delhi: From July 1, uss

can walk up to a chemist

and ask for a ‘Jan Aushadhi’
brand for your medicine,
with the government set to
launch its own brand to sell
low cost genericmedicines.
The Centre will procure
medicines in bulk from public
as well as private drug manu-

facturing firms and rebrand

them under ‘Jan Aushadhi’.
These will be sold in the re-
tail market at a competitive
price, allowing consumers to
buy a cheaper yet quality
productfromthegovernment,
official sourcessaid.

To start with, the govern-
ment has identified 504 essen-
tial medicines, which include
antibiotics, pairikillers, vita-
mins and medicines used in
treatment of cardiovascular,
respiratory. diabetes and gas-
“In
“the'first EEmm ‘we have most-
q Emﬁ&mn medicines from

CURE FOR RISING DRUG PRICES?

»Govt to sell medicines under
own Jan Aushadhi’ brand
» Jan Aushadhi’
branded medicines
to be available
" atlocal chemists
‘»Injtially, 504
_medicines to be
launched on July 1

» Medicines will be am%

|

available at 800 chemists
across country in first phase |
» Govt to procure :
medicines from
private players
and brand them
‘Jan Aushadhi’
wGovtwilldo
- quality control and
branding of medicines

the top 100 drugs based on
their sales. More medicines
as well asmedical devices will
be included in the second
phase,” anofficialin theknow
of developments told TOL.

In the first phase, these
drugs will be made available
to 800 select chemists. mostly
acioss Delhi- However, the
government plans to expand
the reach to most metros

by the end of the year.
~ - The Bureau of Pharma
‘Public Sector Undertakings

of India (BPPI),
agency:- under the depart-
ment of pharmaceuticals -
(DoP) for implementing this
project, has already floated
the tender seeking applica- |

tion for supply of medicines

for theprogramme.

The Indian pharmaceuti- .

cal retail market, pegged at

‘Rs 87,000 crore annuaily, is

dominated by branded gener-
icproducts,unlikedeveloped -

markets like the US and Eu-

rope. In other words, while

the nodal

@63 are very few patented
" ‘medicinessold in India, most

of themeédicines available in

- themarketarebranded prod- -
.. with BPPI, has held consulta-

soﬁm soldby privatefirms.
Pharmaceutical firms sp-

S .,mun huge mgognm in creating

-these brands. However; since

o memoﬂuﬁou-cmmmnso&oﬁmmA
*-” cannot be promoted through
*--advertisements; _
often push these brands th-’
- "rough doctors and chemists.
“-- Consumiers, who are often un:
"~ able to make an informed ch:
‘oice for purchasing medici-
nes, have to. rely on the*
_ had apprehensions that doc-
. tors would not supportsucha
latest move E.oﬁmEmmbﬁS- :
brella brand for generic dr-

- companies

_doctor’s prescription or on
chemists. The government’s

ugs is aimed at enabling con-

sumers to make that choice.
However; there are con-

cetrnson whetherthegovern-

ment will be able to maintain

and monitor quality of all pr-
oacoﬁm sold under this brand

ernment officials say procu-

.rement norms and sampling-

will ensure quality control.
The government, along

tions with various stakehold-
ers including pharmaceutical

- firms to ensure there is regu-
‘lar and adequate supply of

medicines. The proposal has

- also been vetted by the doctor

fraternity, ‘bringing on board

"' the Medical Council 'of India
-_::as well as the Indian. Medical
<" Association to ensure doctors -
: prescribe Jan Aushadhidrugs.

“Initially, the government

move because it may hurt the

_private sector¥ However, we

have ensured them full sup-
*port if the quality of products
is maintained,” TMA secreta-
rygeneral KK Aggarwal said.
Once the brand is rolled out,
the government also plans to

. makeitmandatory for public
'~ since they-will be procured’
from different - firms. - Gov-

hospitalsto prescribe it wher-
ever possible, an official said.





