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India, US offi Hcials to meet after

"New Delhi, Jan 27: India and

' theUS wiltholdhigh-levelmeet- -

ings after the forthcoming Bad-
get session to identify and pri-
oritise sectors-for investments
and technology sharing, com-
merce minister Nirmala
SitharamansaidonTuesday. - °

‘She helda meeting on Tues-
day with visiting JS commeree
‘.secretary Penny Pritzker, dur-
ingwhlchlssuesrelatedtotheln

" »Jntellectual property rights
. (IPR)inIndJaﬁgumd "Weasked
“the Americans to have a look at
the(draﬁIPR)pohcyand invited
inputs from them," she said.
~ While countries such as the
UShavebeenpressing New Del-
hitobolster IPR inthe pharma-
ceutical sector and steps to
“avoid unfair commercial useof
R&D data made available by
theircompaniestoIndianregu-

lators, India is keen to ensure .

‘the support of developed coui-
tries for its “Make in India”
~ campaign and therefore has
. started areview of its IPR poli-
cy to give confidence toforeign
investors.

+ However,Indiahas not stated '

whether the IPR review willen-
‘tail a rethink on the additional
filter of satisfactory improve-

nsoélalsecunty) US'svisare- -
trictions and better protection

Budget to dlcuss investment

Comierce ministerNirmala Sitharaman with US secretary of commerce Penny Pritzker (left) inNew Delhi .on

‘mentin therapeutic efficacy for

patents, over and above the
TRIPS criteria of noveltyand in-
ventive step. In its April 30 Spe-

"cial 301 report (annual review of

theglobalstateof [PRprotection

" and enforcement), the US had

classified India as a ‘priority

‘watchlistcountry'.

During the Sitharaman-
Pritzker meeting, Indian offi- -

- clals pointed out initiatives-of

the government including for-
elgn investment ceiling in de-
fence and railways sectors and
sought American investment.






