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NPPA move fortifies
. affordable drugs

he government’s decision to bring 52 more medi-

cines under the price control mechanism will bring

relief to common people who have found it difficult
to cope with the rise in prices of many drugs. The decision
isheing implemented through the National Pharmaceu-
tical Pricing Authority (NPPA) which has been granted
the authority to fix the retail prices of essential medicines.
The 52 drugs which have been brought under the price
regulation mechanism include some medicines used in
the treatment of cancer and some skin ailments and also
certain kinds of antibiotics and painkillers. Many of these
bulk drug formulations are produced by major pharma-
ceutical companies. The price ceilings ordered in the
case of some medicines are in fact applicable only to a
few specific companies. It has long been noticed that
the same medicines produced by different companies
have had a wide variation in prices. This could only be
because some companies want to overcharge the buyers
and earn unreasonable profits.

Three months ago the NPPA had fixed the upper limit
for prices of 32 drug forimulations. Before that, it had also
ordered the capping of the prices of some important med-
icines used in the treatment of diabetes and cardiovascular
diseases. This had created a contro-
vergy and was challenged by drug
companies in courts. The objection
was on the ground that these drugs
were not on the list of essential med-
icines and so the NPPA had no au-
thority to control their prices. How-
ever, legal experts and consumer
organisations have pointed out thar
the Jawhas given the NPPA the pow-
er to fix and revise the prices of any
drug in public interest in extraordi-
nary circumstances. The decision
to extend the price control to more
medicines now shows that it has
again acted in the interest of pa-

" tients. With the Jatest decision, a to-
tai of more Lhan 450 formulations have come under the
price control mechanism of the drug price regulator.

It is the responsibility of the government and the reg-
ulator to ensure that medicines are available to patients
at reasonable prices. The need te ensurethatdrug com
panies sell Lhe medicines at non-exploirative prices and
the power to enforce the pricing decisions flow from
thisresponsibility. The Drug Price Control Order envis-
ages such a scheme. The right to life and health become
meaningtul only when medical weatment and medi-
cines, at least for common aitments, are affordable to
common people. Therefore drug prices cannot be left
eittirely to the market and they call for regulatory inter-
vention at times in the interest of patieuts.






