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vlkas Dandekar .

Munrbai: The race for the top
of India's fast growing anti-dia'
betes; drngs mar-ket is heating
up, with the Indian arm of Ger-
man pharrnaceutical drug firm
Boehrringer lgelheim (BI) accel
erating its plans to launch Jar-
diance, its latest bet in a new
class of anti-diabetes drttgs na'
med SGLT-2 inhibitors (sodium
glucrcse cotransporier 2).
Glo'bal firms such as Jansseu

Pharmaceuticals and AstraZe'
neca are ahcad with their local
launches in the same drug seg-
ment, but Bi exPects an edge
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Jardiance to
be priced in
the same range
as comparable
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Race For Endian Piahetes ftf,arket
Bg's .!ardlan(e has
unique benefits
of reduction in
cardiovascular risks
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with Jardiance in thebackdroP
of its recently d i sclosed clinical
trial data that demonstrated,a
clutch of benefi ts itt addition to
offering better glucose control
against existitt g comPounds.

With Jarrliance, BI has the ad-
vantage of signjficantlY reduc-
ing carcliovascu iar risks associ-
ated with tnost Patients with
diabetes. To date, Jardiance is
known to be the only atrti-diabe-
tes drug that has shotved those
benefits although results of cl-
inicai trials on similar drltgs is
awaited over the next two Years-

Also, as a ciass, SGLT-2 com-
pounds have shown significirnt
weigirt reduction when Pitted
against older drugs thathave of
tenledto weight gain or have re-
mairied weight neutrai, The
long term clinical trial for em-
pagliflozin -- known as ENIPA
REG - was conducted on 7,000
patients, of which a large PooI
of patients were from India, toP
company executives told ET,

BI, rvhich has a relativelY new
Dreseilce in lndia, has seen a
iirong acceptance for its exist-
ing offerings sr"rch as Traienta
and Trajenl.a Duo, two Patented
drugs thatcornPete against sim-
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ilar brands from Novartis.
Mercli and AsiraZeneca.
Sharad Tyagi, MD, Boeht:in-

ger Ingelheim, said the larger
aim is to lead the segment and
the benefits of Jardiance
should see it emerge as a much
stronger product in the mafliet.
Tyagi said BI is "looking at se-

riously evaluating local Part-
nering opportunities closelY",
but added tire thought is more
about bujlding the rralue of the
molecule and brand and how
the science is Presented. BI, for
itseif, hasmore than doubledits
snecialised fieid force for il s an-
ti-diabetes drugs from 160
arounil two years ago to 400.
A top BI oificial did not specjf]'

the expected price of Jardian-
ce, but added it will be at a rlteep
discount over its internationai
rates and cou]d be seen around
the same levels as the existing
comparable drugs in India.
AstraZeneca's competing

braud Forxiga is available in In-
dia for 43 a tablet whiie Jans-
sen's Invokana is marketecl at 5l
per tablet. The Indian market
for anti-dj,abetes Products is
primarily formed bY hundreds
of branded generic fuugs.


