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Lee Pharmatoa ppear for fresh
he aringon compulsory hcenca

Nev\, Controller-GeneraI to look into ﬁrm 5"
plea to make patented diabetes drug

AMITII St N

" New Delil, Novernber o

will have to wait for some more

timefora heanng of itspleafora "

‘compulsory licence (CL) to man-

ufacrm.e-'" atented: dlabetes drug 2l

CG has been recently appnmted
+an‘official of the Department of -
“Industrial Policy. & Promotion.:
(DIPP) told: BusinessLine,

“The - London-headquartered
AstfaZw neca holds the patent for
_saxagliptini.

‘hearing, it “was _decided -that
“there should be a fresh one car-

ried ou: by him as it is an impor-.

tanit case and would need to be

followed in the future as well,” -

the official said.

Lee P 1arma ] apphca ion for a

o . governmient . to. an. . interes
“Hyder:bad- based ~Lee ’Pharma'

a:, phed or a hearing. “The former
e JCGgave heanng to Lee Pharma X

o last: month;but: will now not di
: \vulge his views: The fresh hear

~-%incsithe new €G oP. Gupta-.'
“was appointed so soon after the

CL = permlssmn glven “by.

party to manufacture a pa
‘product without the permissi

of the' patent holder —was prima.,

- facie rejected by the E’ate

ing by the new CG has to be don

~one- CL - to domestic generic
- manufactuter Natco to produce
“'the “Jow-¢ost version- of Bayer
_AG's' kidney and’ liver cancer

Not apclogetlc _

“We are-not at all apologetlc
aboutthe Clissued to Natco, as it
was, well deserved. Most coun-

" tries, in¢luding the US, issué CL,

but call it by some other name.

tablished _
: 'maccesmblhty or ‘public’ health:
crisis in spu’it theoﬁcial sald

- from scratch,” the official said: :
“So far, Indm has-grantéd only:

‘available at an affoidable price
:iin the .country, public require-
- ;Mnent is hot beirng met; and that
drug Nexavar, in 2012.-This was :
met with severe Criticisin from-"i-'
drug MNCs as, well as rich na-
tions such as the US and the EU :

‘S0 far, md‘ia'na's g ant,g_q i
onlyoneCl.-—-toH' 15
'produce thi '-Iow-c b)

" But, atthe same time, we are Very ;
careful while scrutis Lsmg' ap |

sued only when 1t T eets th_ 'es__
- criteria | - Tof

Publlc reqmremen

. Tee Pharma applied for a CL on

the grounds that the drug isnot .

the patent owner has not taken - !

; 'adequate Steps o n anufacture"-!;
“the drug in the counrry.

The Patent Office relected it

- .prima facie as theye are'a num-

ber of alternative diasetés drugs :
available in the marlet, and Lee :
Pharma was not able to convinc-

..ingly establish that .patients
© were suffering due to Astra Zene-

ca’s actions, the official said.




