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IPAB admits Pfizer's

plea against rejection of
patent for arthrltls drug

nCKuma

Chennai, Aug 22: US phar-
ma major Pfizer: ‘Products
was on Friday allowed to ap-

peal against the rejectionof |-
its patent application for To- - - |

facitinib, a drug for treating
-rTheumatoid arthritis. Allow-

.ing a’'condonation of delay

(CoD) petition by the drug

major, the Intellectual Prop-

erty Appellate Board (IPAB)
said that the company had
citedsufficientand validrea-
sons for the delay of 33
monthsand 12days. ‘

.. Theboardhasalloweditto.
. file an appeal against the re-

jection by the Assistant Con-
troller of Patents & Designs,
Mumbai, through an order
dated June9,2011. )

* - The patent office had dis-

_missed Pfizer's application

for the patent, titled “Chiral

SaltResolution,” statingthat

the claim was not patentable
under section 3 (d) of the
Patent Act as itlacked novel-
tyThe IPAB bench, compris-

. ing Justice KN Basha, chair-

Ll

man, and DPS Parmar, tech-
hical member-patents, said,
“We are of the considered
view thatthepetitioner (Pfiz-
er)hasnotonly assigned suf-

‘ficient reasons- but also
shown valid causefor condo-—:;'p .

nationof delay” -
Citing the apex court's or- *
ders in several cases on CoD
petitions, the benich further
said it was desirable to con-
sider the matter on merit,
andtheCoDpleacannotbeig-
nored on technical grounds. -
"In view of this, we are to al-
lowthis CoD as the delay was
not wilful and allow the ap-

-peal against the Patent Of- .

fice's impugned order that
dismissed thepatentapplica-
tion,” thebench said.






