PRESS INFORMATION BUREALU
9 Y FEed
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
G AVH R

Economic Times , Delhi
Monday 18th August 2014, Page: 7
Width: 4.72 cms, Height: 19.22 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-08-18.21.99

CiplaWants
GovttoAct -
AgainstDrug
Monopolies

PTI o
Mumbai: Pharma major
_ Ciplahassought adoptionof a
pragmatic Intellectual Prop-
erty . Rights (IPR)
policy, including in-licensing
within the present framework
_of its international obliga-
tions. “We have always believed
‘thatfree competitionistheonly |
. way to ensure fair prices and
better avallability of drugs. We
strongly ‘believe  -that ‘there-
;+ should be no monupolies in
" healthcare; and in that context,- -
“India should adopt a pragmatic
- IPR policy, including in-licens-
- ing within the present frame--:
swork of our global obligations,” :#
*.Ciplachairman YK Hamiedsaid, -
. initsannualreport. . RS
" -Countriessuchas Brazil, Thai
*::"land, Indonesia and ‘Malaysia.
: . have already introduced com-. -
pulsory licensing provisions.
.~ South Africa is reconsidering
¢ ‘their position on IPR in order to
promote affordable healthcare.. -
Indiamustalsoexaminethemo-

-~ nopoly position of drugs and
* . build safeguards to ensure that -
this does not happen. India has
always stood for the promotion
. "*of knowledge and consideration *
. for the greater good, Hamied
.. said. India's pharma exports -
saw the slowest growth in at
least 15 years at 1.2% to $14.84
© billion last fiscal amid growing
tension with the US over IFR-re-
 lated issues. As the IPR issues
raised by the US — India’s big--
gest market — are unlikely to- .
be resolved any time soon, in-
dustry observers say thatphar-'
ma exports willmiss the target
of $25 billion setfor 2014-15ina
. government strategy paper
‘. According to commerce minis-
. try data, in 2012-13, the coun- .
try’s pharma exports aggregat- -
ed $14.66 billion. .
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