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ALLOWING .pharma. com-
pames to earn exegssive
profit is against the princi-
ples of morality and ethics,

.. the “National-" Consumer
Commission has. said; di- -
recting the Centre to re-
duce the MRP of a drug for
checking effects of non-
cancerous tumour on
which Novartis make over
100 per cent gain.

National consumer .dis-'
putes redressal commission’
- (NCDRC) bench noted that
the MRP of Octreotide LAR’

.. 20mg (Sandostatin LAR) by
‘Novartis India is Rs 58,000
per injection and the com-
pany had provided 50 per

" cent discount to a patient
and sold it at Rs 29,000.

“It must be borne in-
mind that the MRP fixed by
the ministry of health or
ministry of commerce or

“any. other ministry, is’ on
the higher 'side. The oppo-’
site party (Novartis India)
has earned more than 100
per cent of the profit. Steps
.should ‘be “taken to re-fix -
the: MRP so that the con-
sumers should not suffer;

“Giving so much -profit -~

- the companies,: who
make such like medicines,
is against the principles of
ethics and morality. Copy of
this order be sent to the |

bt

" ‘notice,”
bench, pres1ded by JusticeJ.

B IR H]

Financial Chronicle, Delhi
Wednesday 6th August 2014, Page: 7
Width: 12.83 cms, Height: 18.75 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-08-06.42.59

Fat profits

-m NCDRC bench noted. -
that MRP:of Ocireotide - ;.

~LAR 20mg by Novartis is .
Rs.58,000 per injection

m The MRP fixed by the
ministry of health or any
othier ministry is on fhe '

- higher side

miniStry of health for its
‘'the NCDRE

M Mahk said.

" The benchi, also compris-
ing its member SM Kan-
tikar, however, allowed the

' company’s revision petition

against Kerala- State Con-
sumer -Commission which

;had asked it-to pay-over Rs
one lakh to.the family of a.

17-year-cld patient wha:
‘Operated “for "brain tu

‘and later on developed ardis-
~order of excess producnon‘
“-of growth horrnone. due. to .

which he was growing taller.
He was talking 01t

ﬁrm s Octreotlde LAR mg

_ 1a flrms earn lav1sh1y,
govt asked to reduce

drug Wthh is given to check
acromegaly, a rare en--
docrine disorder leading to
enlargement of hands, feet:
and- internal organs -and
changes in facial structure.
Majority of acromegaly

-cases are caused by a non-
. cancerous

tumor. The
bench allowed the compa-
ny'’s plea saying nobody can -
charge the amount more -
than the MRP but it can be.
sold at the lower rate than

~ the MRP, It said that by no

stretch of imagination, itis -
said to be an unfair trade

" practice and there lies no

impediment in giving the

medicine below the MRP"

The case deals with the -
complaint of Kerala resi-
dent J Anto whose 17-year-
old son Tomes Anto had
undergone a surgery for

_brain tumour. He remained

sick for some time and

- started growing taller due

to excess productlon -of

‘growth hormone.

They consulted a doctor

at department of en-
“docrinology, Christian -
Medical College, .Vellore, :

) ‘whao prescribed ocireotide
) -LAR 20mg injection which '+
" was tq,be given on monthly .

basis- and cost them Rs -
58,000, The treatment,

~which started on April 30,
2008, did not give the de-
. sired result but the doctor

suggested it be continued.






