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ith rising in-
comes fuelling
more demand
for meat, India
needs to worry about anti-
biotic usage in growing ani-
mals for food, espeécially
poultry, according to a recent

| study. Such antibiotic use

could contribute to the
 spread of drug-resistant mi-
crobes, which are already a
major public health problem.

The issue of antibiotic con-
sumptlon ‘by the livestock

tlcularly so for emerglng

per published online earlier
this' month by the Proceed-
ings of the National Academy
of Sciences (PNAS). :
;. Greater a.fﬂuence in low-
and middle-income countries
.was drlvmg an unpreceden—
ted growth in demand for ahi-

| -protein,” noted a team of
researchers in the pap
: intensiye hvestoc
ductlon $ystems brought with’

which are administered ‘not

¢ | just to treat sick-animals but

also at sub-therapeutic doses
as growth promoters and: to
keep ‘animals. from catching
disease.’

 The researchers used sta—
tistical models that combined
antimicrobial use in a num-

| |:ber of high-iricome countries .

with dafa about “livestock’,

‘microbial use to 2030,

B

6‘[\/0

sector is a global one, but par-'

econonues, according to'a pa-:

it greater use of antibiotics,.

densities to map global anti-"
| microbial utilisation;in 2010.
They then projected the anti-
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AIltlblOthUSe in hvestoc'“
sector set to rise: s study

THE THREAT: Antzbzotzc usage in growing anzmals for food especzally poultry, 4
Is worr1some says the recent study. - PHOTO: M. BALAJI o

They found ‘that the global
_consumption of - antibiotics
" for productlon ‘of “animals
would rise by 67 per cent over
“those 20 years, In the ‘BRICS’
- Brazil, Russia, Indxa, ‘China
‘and South ‘Afri¢a — antimi-
"crobial , consumptlon would
go up:! 99 per ‘cent, up to.seven
times the pro;ected popula-

 tion ~ growth:: ,ini - those
countrles R
In India, a.ntmucroblal

consumption for ‘mheat_pro-
duction could more thandou-
ble by 2030, according to

Thomas ‘P, Van Boeckel, a.

postdoctoral -researcher "-at
Princeton University and first
author of the paper.
At’least 28 per cent of this
.increase is attributable. to
more . mtenswe productlon

systems and the rest to moré”

animals being grown, he said
in an email::Moreover; such

antimicrobial ° consumptxon-

m Indxa would be growmg at a.

3

little over four per cent a year:

while its human population
grew at only around one per
cent annually.

There could be arise of 477
per cent in antimicrobial use

by the poultry sector between :

-2010 and 2030, while’it would
be 164 per cent for pig farm-
ing. “Thus it is really in the

poultry sector that - things

should be kept under close
scrutiny and where the. ef-
forts to limit consumption
should- be targeted,” re-
marked Dr. Van Boeckel.
“leen the 51gn1ﬁcant in-
creases’ we have seen in-in-

fections that are not treatablé .
using common antibiotics, we °
should take the issue of un-'-
: necessary antlblotlc .
sumptlon very
whether in humans or in anj-~:
mals,” said- Ramanan Lax-.
minarayan, 4 senior author of
the paper ‘and director.of the’
Center for Dlsease Dynaxmcs, )

senously,

con- .

Economics & Policy at Wash-

ington, D.C. in-the U.S, in'an-
email. He is also Vice Presi-'|
dent, Research and Policy, at

. the Public Health Foundatlon :

of India in Gurgaon. .
“Most people are probably
not aware that the meat they
consume comes from animals
that are fed a steady low dose
of antibiotics to increase their
weight gain and compensate
for poor hyglene on farms, )
he added. .
" “Globally, mtenswe live- |
stock farming has increased
food production at a low cost

per unit produced, but per-

haps at an unrecognised price'

paid in increased ‘antimicro- |
bial resmtance," théresearch-
ers observed ‘in ‘the PNAS:

paper. They called for “urgent

and concerted -action in all.A
countries” to.limit the overs:
use and abuse of-antimicro-
bials “in* food - animal:
production. . '






