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PREsS TRUST OF INDIA .

THE Delhi high court on
Monday stayed drug regula-
tor national pharmaceutical
pricing authority's (NPPA)
demand of Rs 1.35 crore
from pharma major Novar-
tis India for selling one of its
medicines at a higher: price
after its rate was reduced.-

-+ Avacation bench of jus-
tice Mukta Gupta stayed the
~ operation of NPPA’s April 29

notice till the next date of
hearing on July 25. The
court also issued notice to -
the centre and NPPA on
Novartis plea seeking their
replies before the next date.
Novartis, in its plea,

~ claimed that the govern-
--'ment by a June 14, 2013
- notification had revised the

price. of its drug, Rege-.

strone, used for regulating -
' Women’s menstrual cycle.

It said -the notification
gave 45 days time for its im-
plementation and Novartis
had sold the drug at the older
price during this period and
the last sale was made on

July 4, 2013, It challenged
 the demand of Rs 1.35 crore,

including interest, raised by
NPPA as “arbitrary and mis-
conceived” claiming the de-
cision was taken without giv-
ingit a hearing,

Novartis contended that
NPPA had first sought in-
formation regarding its sale
post-notification and had
given all details including
audited reports,
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